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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-8 (Canceled) 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): An information processing apparatus comprising: 
means for storing content data; 

means for setting a sequential number corresponding to the content data, the 
sequential number incremented by one when an operation is performed on the content data 
stored in the means for storing content data ; 

means for calculating a hash value corresponding to the content data by performing a 
predetermined calculation using at least a part of the managemen t data associated with the 
content data and the sequential number; 

means for comparing a previously calculated hash value included in a header of the 
content data with the hash value of the content data calculated by the means for calculating 
upon receiving a request to perform an operation on the conte nt data; and 

means for controlling reproduction of the content data based on the result of the 
comparison performed by the means for comparing. 

Claim 10 (New): An information processing apparatus comprising: 
a memory configured to store content data; 

a setting unit configured to set a sequential number corresponding to the content data, 
the sequential number incremented by one when an operation is performed on the content 
data stored in the memory ; 
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a calculation unit configured to calculate a hash value corresponding to the content 
data by performing a predetermined calculation using at least a part of the management data 
associated with the content data and the sequential number; 

a comparison unit configured to compare a stored hash value included in a header of 
the content data with the hash value of the content data calculated by the calculation unit 
upon receiving a request to perform an operation on the content data ; and 

a control unit configured to control reproduction of the content data based on the 
result of the comparison performed by the comparison unit. 

Claim 11 (New): An information processing apparatus comprising: 

means for storing content, said content comprising management information and 

calculation information; 

means for storing a sequential number incremented upon each operation on the 

content stored in content storage, the sequential number associated with the content stored in 

the content storage; 

means for calculating the calculation information based on the management 
information and a latest sequential number stored in the memory; 

means for incrementing the sequential number upon receiving a request to perform an 
operation on the content and storing the incremented sequential number in the means for 
storing a sequential number; 

means for updating the management information upon receiving a request to perform 
an operation on the content, and storing the updated management information in the means 
for storing content; 
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means for reading the calculation information included in the content from the means 
for storing content, the management information included in the content, and the latest 
sequential number from the means for storing a sequential number; 

means for comparing calculation information included in the content read by the 
reading means with calculation information calculated by the calculation means upon 
receiving a request to perform an operation on the content; and 

means for controlling an operation on the content based on a result of the comparison 
done by the means for comparing. 

Claim 12 (New): The information processing apparatus of Claim 11, wherein: 
means for calculating performs said calculation by applying a hash function to the 
calculation information included in the content. 

Claim 13 (New): The information processing apparatus of Claim 11, wherein: 
the content is music data; and 

the management information includes identification information identifying the music 

data. 

Claim 14 (New): An information processing method, comprising the steps of: 
storing content in a first memory, said content comprising management information 

and calculation information; 

storing a sequential number incremented upon each operation on the content stored in 

a second memory, the sequential number associated with the content stored in the first 

memory; 
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calculating the calculation information based on the management information and a 
latest sequential number stored in the second memory; 

incrementing the sequential number upon receiving a request to perform an operation 
on the content and storing the incremented sequential number in the second memory; 

updating the management information upon receiving a request to perform an 
operation on the content, and storing the updated management information in the first 
memory; 

reading the calculation information included in the content from the first memory, the 
management information included in the content, and the latest sequential number from the 
second memory; 

comparing calculation information included in the content read in the reading step 
with calculation information calculated in the calculating step upon receiving a request to 
perform an operation on the content; and 

controlling an operation on the content based on a result of the comparing step. 

Claim 15 (New): An information processing apparatus comprising: 

a content memory configured to store content comprising management information 
and calculation information; 

a memory configured to store a sequential number incremented upon each operation 
on the content stored in the content memory, the sequential number associated with the 
content stored in the content memory; 

a processor configured to calculate the calculation information based on the 
management information and a latest sequential number stored in the memory; 
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the processor configured to increment the sequential number upon receiving a request 
to perform an operation on the content and storing the incremented sequential number in the 
memory; 

the processor configured to update the management information upon receiving a 
request to perform an operation on the content, and storing the updated management 
information in the content memory; 

the processor configured to read the calculation information included in the content 
from the content memory, the management information included in the content, and the latest 
sequential number from the memory; 

the processor configured to compare calculation information included in the content 
read by the processor with calculation information calculated by the processor upon receiving 
a request to perform an operation on the content; and 

a controller configured to control an operation on the content based on a result of the 
comparison performed by the processor. 

Claim 16 (New): The information processing apparatus of Claim 15, wherein: 
the processor performs said calculation by applying a hash function to the calculation 
information included in the content. 

Claim 17 (New): The information processing apparatus of Claim 15, wherein: 
the content is music data; and 

the management information includes identification information identifying the music 

data. 
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